Draft

Minutes of the Meeting of Shirwell Parish Council
held on the
12 September 2024 in the Village Hall, Shirwell

Present

CllIr J Friend (Chairman)
Cllr J Watts (Vice Chairman)

Clir E Abretti

Clir R Pelling

Cllr Mrs S Pine

Cllr Mrs C Parkhouse

Also present County Councillor Mrs A Davis and one member of the public
Officer

G Dwyer

Sep24/1 Apologies for Absence
Cllir S Shortridge

24/2 Public Question Time
e Although not within the Parish boundary a member of the public
mentioned the rough sleeper who was ‘camping’ on a bench adjacent
to the hospital entrance.
24/3 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8" August 2024
RESOLVED that the minutes as previously circulated be approved

24/4 Matters arising from the minutes

Nothing that was not on the agenda

24/5 Inspection of Defibrillator

The defibrillator had been inspected



24/6 Report of the County Councillor

County Clir Mrs Davis had today forwarded a copy of her report which is
attached to these minutes, amongst other issues it outlines the timetable for
the link road improvements

.24/7 Questions to the County Councillor
There were no questions

24/8 Report of the District Councillor
There was no report

24/9 Questions to the District Councillor
There were no questions

24/10 Correspondence

The following correspondence had been distributed in advance of the
meeting.

DALC e bulletin

Devon climate emergency report

Devon Community resilience forum report

ND weekly information sheet

Invitation to DALC’c AGM (2.10.24)

Pension Credit awareness week info document
Report on foul drainage problem in Shirwell

24/11 Planning Applications

There were none

24/12 Cheques for Payment

e A cheque to G Dwyer (Clerks salary £150.00) was signed at the
meeting would be in October

24/13 Reports from Councillors

e ClIr Abretti reminded Councillors that the next Police Consultation
meeting would be held in October

e ClIr Watts updated members on the present position of the embryo
table tennis club which would meet at the Village Hall. It was hoped to
open to the public in November on Mondays and discussions were held
on potential funding sources. It was agreed that an application to
Fullabrook not be made until the Club was established. Councilor’s
expressed their thanks to County Clir A Davis for her support through
her locality budget.



e Members discussed the possibility of locating a speed awareness
camera in Shirwell. Options and sites including sharing the facility with
other Parish Councils were discussed and it was agreed that the matter
be placed on the agenda for October

24/14 Clerks Report

e Members discussed the report from the NDC Officer and confirmed the
location of the smell, it was noted it was probably due to a foul drainage
discharge and noted that NDC would pursue the matter

21/15 Public Questions regarding business on this agenda
There was none
24/16 Urgent Business

There was none

The meeting closed 7.55 pm

Chairman: Dated:......coovvvvvveenn...

Shirwell Parish Council
County Councillors report
September 2024
Highway Repairs
Road Closure A361 Mullacott
Monday 16" September-Friday 11" October
The reason for this road closure is to undertake drainage and patching works
to the A361 following investigations which have highlighted issues on the
existing drainage system, with this section of carriageway forming part of the
primary gritting route it is important that these issues are resolved for the
safety of the travelling public. The sections of carriageway which require
closing are narrow and we are governed by the New Roads and Streetworks
Act on the live carriageway widths and the resulting traffic management
required, as the sections being worked on cannot be undertaken under lights
due to the safety of both the work force and travelling public. DCC will be
setting up a concrete barrier just past the turning to Cheglinch Lane as there
will be deep excavations to expose pipework.
More repairs will be coming in the area, including the A399 and A39
Since April, more than 18,000 square metres of road have been patched in
over 350 locations across the county. These repairs have targeted sections of
road which are deteriorating, patching extensive areas before potholes or
safety defects form.



Dragon patchers have been used on double-shifts to complete more than
5,250 patches, covering over 33,000 square metres.

And a new carbon saving road repair material, called Elastomac, has been
used to repair around 7,000 square metres of Devon’s roads following
successful trials on small to medium size patches.

Elastomac is a surfacing material which is partly made of recycled road
planings and recycled tyres. It reduces waste and carbon emissions while also
being quicker to cure than traditional material used in pothole repairs,
reducing traffic disruption. This is the system booked to be used on the A 399.
Around £2 million of the funding is being invested in drainage improvements,
while over 10km of double white lines have also been refreshed along with
road markings at 175 roundabouts and 197 zebra crossings.

This year’s wet spring accounted for levels of potholes recorded between April
and July being 54% higher than the same time last year.

To tackle potholes, we also invested an extra £2 million in highway revenue
funding this year, on top of the £10 million capital funding. This has helped
contribute to the repair of more than 47,500 potholes across the county so far
this year.

The £12 million injection from Devon County Council is in addition to the
£59.486 million of funding Devon has received from the Department for
Transport (DfT) for its highway maintenance programme this year.

The annual major resurfacing programme for the A-road network in the county
is also currently underway.

| of course apologise for any inconvenience caused by the repairs and
upgrades.

Link Road Update

Several key areas of the upgraded North Devon Link Road are due to open
later this month (September).

The £67 million improvement scheme aims to improve safety, Improve journey
time reliability, improve network resilience and support economic growth.

As the work by contractor Griffiths nears substantial completion, sections of
the A361 will be opening at different stages.

Here’s what is due to open by the end of September:

Landkey roundabout and pedestrian/cycle bridge - The new Landkey
roundabout will replace the old T-junction to improve safety. It has been
designed to accommodate a fourth arm that will allow access to the proposed
Westacott development area to the North of this roundabout. A new cycle and
pedestrian bridge has also been built at this roundabout to connect to the
future Westacott development.

Landkey roundabout to Harford Cross - Drainage has been improved and a
central hatched area has been introduced to discourage overtaking. It also
includes the start of the average speed camera section; monitoring speeds
between Landkey roundabout and Aller roundabout.

Harford Cross to Yarnacott - This section has been widened to provide
overtaking lanes, with a length for eastbound traffic and another length for
westbound traffic. The widening involved substantial earthworks, with
structures below the road, such as culverts, being extended. New drainage
has been installed on this whole section to cope withpredicted climate
changes.

Borners Bridge Junction and Hacche Lane Junction

Borners Bridge is a new elongated roundabout which replaces the old,
staggered crossroads. The roundabout improves safety, particularly for



vehicles making a right turn. Right turns will also be prohibited at Hacche
Lane T-junction to further improve safety.

The roundabout has been constructed over the Mill Stream with an extended
structure below the roundabout. The adjacent bridleway has been maintained,
with new footways connecting to the roundabout.

Portmore roundabout to Landkey roundabout - This section has been
resurfaced and includes a central hatched area to discourage overtaking. In
November 2022 it was agreed that an overtaking lane and footbridge originally
planned for this area had to be removed as a result of rising costs of
construction materials and energy, compounded by the war in Ukraine.

The remaining elements of the scheme are scheduled to open by late
October, with West Buckland Junction planned to be the final area to open.
These are:

Yarnacott to Riverton - This section has been resurfaced with a central
hatched area to discourage overtaking. All drainage in this section has been
renewed.

Riverton to West Buckland Junction - The road has been widened to
provide a number of stretches of overtaking lanes in each direction. This
whole section has had new drainage designed to accommodate predicted
climate changes.

West Buckland to Filleigh Bridge - This section has been widened to
provide overtaking lanes for eastbound traffic and drainage has been
improved.

West Buckland Junction - A new junction has been constructed with a new
overbridge to replace the old staggered crossroads. This new junction
improves traffic safety, particularly for vehicles making a right turn.

After all sections have opened to road users, final audits will be carried out,
landscaping and some minor work will continue.

Andrea Davis

County Councillor

Combe Martin Rural Division
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk
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