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Draft  

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Shirwell Parish Council 

held on the 

12 September 2024 in the Village Hall, Shirwell 

 

Present 

Cllr J Friend (Chairman) 
Cllr E Abretti 

Cllr R Pelling 

Cllr Mrs S Pine 

Cllr Mrs C Parkhouse 

Cllr S Shortridge 

 

Also present one member of the public 

 

Officer 

 

G Dwyer 

 

Oct24/1 Apologies for Absence 

 
 Cllr J Watts 
 

    Oct24/2 Public Question Time 
 

• A member of the public updated the Parish Council on the plans for the 

NDDH building programme which are available here … 

https://ourfuturehospital.royaldevon.nhs.uk/  Residents were 

encouraged to click on the website and pledge their support. It was 

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the local MP to lobby for his 

continued support. 

 

Oct24/3 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th September 2024 

 

RESOLVED that the minutes as previously circulated be approved 

 

Oct24/4 Matters arising from the minutes 

 

The possibility of having a speed awareness indicator and the logistics 

involved were discussed. After a general and informal discussion members 

RESOLVED to defer it to the next meeting when County Councillor Davis 

should be present. 

 
 

https://ourfuturehospital.royaldevon.nhs.uk/
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Oct24/5 Inspection of Defibrillator 
 
The defibrillator will be inspected at the end of the meeting 

 

Oct24/6 Report of the County Councillor 
 
There was no report 
. 
Oct24/7 Questions to the County Councillor 
 
There were no questions 
 
Oct24/8 Report of the District Councillor 
 
There was no report 
 
Oct24/9 Questions to the District Councillor 
 
There were no questions 
 
Oct24/10 Correspondence 
 
The following correspondence had been distributed in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
Planning Applications 79250 Blatchford Cottages and 79255 Churchill Barn, 
Churchill, East Down. 
North Devon Weekly information sheet 
North Devon Grants and Loans bulletin 
Devon Climate emergency newsletter 
Devon and Torbay transport plan – consultation 
Snow warden winter messaging 
Dalc bulletin 
 
A letter had been received from a resident who was under the mistaken 
impression that the Council were required to charge for providing written 
information on items on the agenda and requesting the Council either post the 
minutes on the notice boards or send her personal copies. RESOLVED the 
Clerk to write to the resident reminding her that the Council had previously 
advised her that it was not their policy to post the minutes on the notice 
boards and that charges were for background papers and reports for Part I 
(the open part) of the agenda. 

 
 

     Oct24/11 Planning Applications 
     

• Planning Application 79250. 2 Blatchford Cottages Barnstaple Devon 
EX31 4EU. Conversion of redundant building to form one dwelling 
together with associated works. RESOLVED to recommend 
APPROVAL 

• Planning Application 79255. Churchill Barn Churchill Down East 
Down. Conversion of agricultural barn into off grid walkers bothy and 



 3 

installation of standalone compost WC unit (consulted as a neighboring 
authority) RESOLVED to recommend APPROVAL subject to the 
location and concept being acceptable to East Down Parish Council 
        

 
Oct24/12 Cheques for Payment 
 

• A cheque to G Dwyer (Clerks salary £150.00) was signed at the 
meeting  

 
 
Oct24/13 Reports from Councillors 
 

• Cllr Abretti reported briefly on the Police Advocates meeting and it was 
noted of the 300 to 400 incidents in N Devon none were in Shirwell. 

• A vehicle was parked in Plaistow Quarry and it appeared someone was 
living there. RESOLVED to report it to N Devon Council 

• It appeared that work was being carried out at Poppy View Barnstaple 
without planning permission. It was noted that Planning Application 
78444 had been refused. RESOLVED the Clerk to inform the Planning 
Enforcement Officer at North Devon Council. 

• The road markings on the junction in Shirwell Village adjacent to the 
church had been eroded over time and had become a danger spot with 
a near accident in October. It was also noted that the junction was used 
by a partially sighted resident who had commented in the past over the 
danger it created as there were no footpaths. RESOLVED to report on 
the DCC website 
 

Oct24/14 Clerks Report 
 

• The North Devon Environmental Officer had advised that the residents 
were now aware of the odour problem and taking the appropriate action 

• The Clerk distributed a financial projection to assist Members when 
deciding on the precept later in the year.  

 
Oct24/15 Public Questions regarding business on this agenda 
 
There were none 
 
Oct24/16 Urgent Business 
 
There was none 
 
 
The meeting closed 8.00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman:  Dated:………………….. 
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