Draft

Minutes of the Meeting of Shirwell Parish Council
held on the
8 August 2024 in the Village Hall, Shirwell

Present

Cllr J Watts (Vice Chairman)
Clir R Pelling

Cllr Mrs S Pine

Also present County Councillor Mrs A Davis and four members of the public
Officer
G Dwyer

Aug24/1 Apologies for Absence
Clir Friend, ClIr Arbretti, Clir Mrs Parkhous and Cllir S Shortridge

With members approval the Chairman brought forward agenda item 9
Planning Applications to this point on the agenda.

Aug24/11 Planning Applications

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to enable the applicants to
speak in support of application 78981and to answer questions of detall
from Councillors

o Planning Application: 78981 1 Blatchford Cottages Barnstaple
Devon EX31 4EUDemolition of outbuilding & erection of new ancillary
accommodation Grid Ref: 256708; 135855. It was RESOLVED to
recommend APPROVAL

o Planning Application: 78812 St Peters Church Shirwell Barnstaple
Devon EX314JU Erection of a WC building. It was RESOLVED to
recommend APPROVAL

Aug24/2 Public Question Time

e Following a comment from a member of the public Councillors
discussed the possibility of adjusting the street light level. It was
RESOLVED to place an item in the Parish newsletter seeking
resident’s views.

e The Clerk to contact the Water Authority again regarding cutting the
hedge in the road connecting the A39 to Collard Bridge.



e The overflow from the property adjacent to the Village Green was still
running foul. To be reported to NDC Environment Dept

Aug24/3 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11t July 2024
RESOLVED that the minutes as previously circulated be approved
Aug24/4 Matters arising from the minutes

Nothing that was not on the agenda

Aug24/5 Inspection of Defibrillator

The defibrillator would be inspected after the meeting.

Aug24/6 Report of the County Councillor

County Clir Mrs Davis had today forwarded a copy of her report which is
attached to these minutes, it mainly dealt with the potential difficulties arising
from the withdrawal of the winter fuel allowance.

There is a link in her report which allowed pensioners to check their eligibility
for pension credit

Aug24/7 Questions to the County Councillor

There were no questions

Aug24/8 Report of the District Councillor

There was no report

Aug24/9 Questions to the District Councillor

There were no questions

Aug24/10 Correspondence

The following correspondence had been distributed in advance of the
meeting.

NDC bulletin

Dalc newsletters (2)

ND and Torridge Bus Service changes
NDH newsletter

Climate emergency newsletter

Aug24/11 Planning Applications

See earlier in the minutes

Aug24/12 Cheques for Payment



Cheques for £167.5 to G Dwyer (Clerks salary £150.00, P Willcox (website
maintenance £288.00) and llfracombe Table Tennis Club (purchase of table
tennis table £250.00) were signed at the meeting. Councillors thanked County
Councillor A Davis for supporting a contribution to the table tennis table from
the community fund.

Aug24/13 Reports from Councillors
e The visibility Splay at Toll Bar Cross needed cutting
e Trees in the Spinney Guest House were hampering visibility on the A39
The Clerk to log both these on the DCC website
e There was a continuous effluent discharge, seemingly from Park View
bungalow. It was RESOLVED the Clerk report this to the Environment
Dept.
e Clir Watts had met members of the British Table Tennis Association
and was hopeful of some support from them
Aug24/14 Clerks Report
The Clerk asked whether members supported the inclusion of a link to
Shirwell Village hall website on the Parish Council’'s website. RESOLVED that
a link be included
Aug2l/15 Public Questions regarding business on this agenda
There was none

Aug24/16 Urgent Business

There was none

The meeting closed 7.45 pm

Chairman: Dated:.....coovvvvveinn...



Shirwell Parish Council
County Councillors report

August 2024

Winter Woes

At the time of writing it is a warm August day but all too soon we will be back
in the colder months. With the announcement that pensioners will not be
receiving a winter fuel allowance this year | am concerned that there will be
more people worried about turning on the heating in the area, especially as a
lot of us have no access to gas. In addition the energy price cap is as is
reported likely to rise, adding to the concern.

To check if you are eligible for pension credit, below is the link to the Pension
credit claim form; gov.uk/pension-credit/how-to-claim

Alternatively, it is also worth looking at the Rural Devon Citizens advice
webpages or calling them on the number below.

North Devon Citizens advice; www.ruraldevoncab.org.uk

Telephone; 08082 787999

Mobile Boost Scheme

The Mobile Boost scheme has been hugely popular and it's extremely
rewarding to hear from people that it's made such a difference to their
business or their daily lives. People in some rural areas continue to struggle
with their mobile signal and | know there are many in Combe Matrtin rural
area. There is new funding support will enable more people to benefit from
improved connectivity,
https://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/better-connection/mobile-
boost-voucher-scheme/mobile-boost-voucher-scheme-quide/

The latest round of the scheme will continue to enable businesses and
residents in Somerset, Devon, Torbay and Plymouth to apply for a voucher of
up to £1,300 towards the cost of a mobile signal booster from a number of
registered suppliers. Applicants have to pay towards the cost of installation
themselves.

Andrea Davis

County Councillor

Combe Martin Rural Division
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk
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